208    THE   CONTROLLING   MINDS   OF   ASIA
popular acclamation being sternly repressed by those
who regarded with askance the prospect of a Sunni
ruler. Incidentally, when a vote was taken among
the tribes, Feisal secured an eight per cent, majority,
but this was attained because the tribesmen
approached the British for advance, and the political
officers told the sheikhs to vote for Feisal.
Before FeisaPs entry upon the Mesopotamian scene,
many other potential leaders had been weighed in
the balance and found wanting, the British desire,
in the first instance, being to secure an Iraqiah of
power and influence for the honour. For some time
they toyed with the idea of selecting Sayyid Talib
Pasha, a man of extraordinary force of character
living in armed state a few miles from Basra. He
was little more than a powerful chief with modern
ideas (his sons had all received a Western education),
and his name spread terror wherever it was mentioned.
Such a man, it was thought, might hold the Iraqian
tribesmen in awe. Fortunately, Sayyid settled the
matter by conduct so bold and audacious that it
was found necessary to round him up and transport
him to Ceylon.
FeisaTs claims only received a hearing when other
considerations had been discarded, and it was realized
that his transference to ^ Baghdad would remove a
thorn in the flesh of the French and at the same
time enable the British to demonstrate their gratitude
to the Arabs.
It was made abundantly clear to Feisal in Cairo
that his candidature for the throne of Iraq would'
only be upheld if he upheld British policy and